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Lord Is present with us ; and we are strongly im- 
pressed with the fact, and, therefore, we act under 
sense of that presence as if the divine glory were 
actually risible. Do you know what it is to write 
a letter to a friend, feeling as if the Lord Jesus 
were looking over your shoulder? I know what 
it is at times to stand here and preach, and feel 
my Lord so near me that, if I had literally seen 
Him, it would not have surprised me. Have you 
ever in the watches ot the night, lain quiet, when 
there was no sound but the ticking of the j watch, 
and thought of your Lord tilt, though you knew 
there was no form before you, you were juat as 

CERTAIN THAT HE WAS THEBB 

as if you could see His sorrowful countenance V 
In quite places, all alone — you scarcely like to tell 
the story — in the lone wood, and in the uper cham- 
ber — you have said, 'If He spake, I should not be 
more certain of His presence; and if He smiled' 
upon me, I should not be surerof his love.' These 
realizations have sometimes been so joyfully over- 
whelming that for years you have been lifted by 
them beyond ail power of doubt. The holy sum- 
mer days banish the treats of the soul. Whenever 
a doubt is suggested to me about the existence of 
my Lord and Master, 1 feel that I can laugh the 
tempter to scorn, for I have aeen him, and spoken 
with him. Not with these eyes, but with the eyes 
of my inner life, I have beheld my Lord, and com- 
muned with hiin. Wonder not that I am not 
among the crew of the black, piratical ship of 
'Modern Thought.' 

Nor is it merely in seasons of enjoyment that we 
get these helps, but in times of deep distress. 
Prostrate with pain, unable to enjoy any comfort, 
unable even to sleep, I have seen the soul of the 
believer as happy as if all sounds were marriage 
peals. Some ol us know what it is to be right glee- 
some, glad, and joyous in hours of fierce- trial, be- 
cause Christ lias boen ao mar. In limes of losses 
and bereavements, when the sorrow stung you to 
the quick, and you thought, before it came, that 
you never could bear it, yet have you been so sus- 
tained by a sight of the sacred head once wounded, 
and by fellowship with him in bis sufferings, that 
you hav e s*id 'What ara my griefs compare i 
with bis ?' 

If you^havo been helped in this way, it will have 
all the effect upon you that ever could have come 
of putting your Soger into the print of the nails. 
If, perchance, you have been up to die, and have, 
mentally, gone through the whole process of dying, 
expecting Boon to stand before the bar of God, and 
have been happy, and even exultant, then you 
could not doubt the reality of a religion that bore 
you up above the surging billows. Now that you 
are again restored to life for a little longer time, 
the recollection of your buoyant spirits, in what 
you thought your dying hours, will answer all the 
purpose to you, I think, of putting your finger into 
the nail-prints. 

Sometimes the strengthening influence may he 
afforded under the stress of temptation. If ever, 
young man, you have had a strong temptation 
hurling itself against you, and your feet have al- 
most gone — ay, let me not uay 'young man' ; but 
if ever a man or woman of any age has had to 
cry out, 'God, help me; how shall I escape out of 
this ?' and you havo turned your eyes, and have 
seen your Lord, and beheld his wounds ; and if 
you have felt at that moment that the temptation 
had lost all power, you had a seal trom the Lord, 
and your faith has been confirmed. If at the sight of 
your Lord you have exclaimed, in presence of the 
temptation, 'How can I do this great wickedness, and 
sin against God ?' alter that, you have had the best 
proof of your Redeemer's power to save. What 
better or more practical proof could you desire ? 

In these times, when the foundations of our faith 
are constantly being undermined, one sometimes 
driven to say to himself, 

'SUPPOSE IT IS NOT TRUE.' 
As I stood, the other night, beneath the sky, and 
watched the stars, I felt my heart going up to the 
great Maker with all the love I was capable of. I 
said to myself, 'What made me love God as I 
know I do ? What made me feel an anxiety to be 
like him in purity ? Whatever made me long to 
obey my God cannot be a lie.' I know that it was 


the love of Jesus for me that changed my heart, 
and made me, though once careless and indifferent 
to him, now to pant the strong desire to honor him. 
What has done this? Not a lie, surely. A truth, 
then has done it. I know it by its fruits. 

If the Bible were to turn out untrue, and if I 
died and went before my Maker, could not I say 
to him, 'I believe great thing* of thee, great God ; 
if it be not so, yet did I honor thee, by the taith I 
had concerning thy wondrous goodness, and thy 
power to forgive?' and I would cast myself upon 
his mercy without fear. Rut we do not entertain 
such doubts ; for those dear wounds continually 
proye the truth of the goapel, and the truth of our 
salvation by it. Incarnate Deity, is a thought 
that never invented the poet's mind, nor reasoned 
out by philosopher's skill. Incarnate Deity, the 
notion of the God that lived and bled aud died in 
in human form, instead of guilty man, it is itself 

ITS OWN BEST WITNESS. 

The wounds are the infallible witness of the gos- 
pel of Christ. Havo you not felt those wounds 
very powerful to you in the form of assistance in 
times of duty ? You said 'I cannot do it, it is too 
hard for ttieP You looked to Jeans wounded, and 
you could do anything. A sight of the (deeding 
Christ has often filUd us with cntbusiaam, and so 
with power : it has rendered us mighty with the 
omnipotence "I God. Look at the Church of Christ 
iu all ages. Kings and princes did not know what 
to do with her. They vowed that they would de- 
stroy her. Their persecuting edict went forth, 
and they put to death thousands upon thousands 
of the followers of (Jhrifet. But what happened ? 
The death of Jesua made men willing to die for 
him. No" paine, no torture, could keep back the 
believing host. They loved Jesus so that, though 
their leaders toll by bloody deaths, another rank 
came on, and yet another, and another, till despots 
saw that neither dungeon nor rack nor tire could 
stop the march of the army of Christ. It is so now. 
Christ's wound* pour life into the church by trans- 
fusion : the life-blood ot the Church of God is from 
Jesus' wounds. Let us know its power and feel its 
working within us to will and todoof his pleasure. 
An as for those who do not trust him, what shall 
I say ? The Lord help you to do ao at once ; for 
as long as yoil do not trust him, you an- under an 
awful curse, for it is written, 'If any jnati love not 
the Lord Jesus, let him be Anathema M am n at ha* 
cursed at the coming of the Lord. May it not be 
no with yuu ! Amen. 


phemed. The medicine for this disease is sincere 
penitence, and forgiveness of sins that are passed, 
through the forbearance of God, and in the in- 
dwelling of the Holy Qhoet, creating within a clean 
heart, and renewing * right spirit, enabling men 
and women to bridle the tongue and speak words 
of grace and truth to comfort and edify, rather 
than to vex and distress. 

The symptoms of this disease are to be narrowly 
watched and guarded against, tor if any man 
'seometh to be religous and hridteth not his own 
tongue, that mans religion is vain,' But if men 
will pray, with the Psalmist, 'Seta watch, Lord, 
before the door of my lips,' and will keep their 
mouths as with bridles while the wicked is before 
them, and turn their feet into the testimonies of the 
Lord and run in the way of his commandments, 
they will soon be relieved from this painful and 
afflictive dispensation. The words of their mouths 
will be acceptable in the sight of the Lord, their 
strength and their redeemer, and their path will be 
a shining light, that shinoth more and more unto 
the perh -ct day. And it' "the foot and mouth dis- 
ease can be radically cured, there is a little else to 
fear, tor 'I I any man offend not in word, the same 
in a perfect man able alto to bridle the whole 
body.'— The Armorv. 


Addition. 

All people when begiuinng to count they h.el 
down numbers and add them together and get the 
amount of the whole, then they go on to multipli- 
cation and if they multiply aright they makegood 
men and women, but there are so many who mul- 
tiply bad habits of all kinds; such as prolane lan- 
guage, drinking, gambling, card playing, horse 
racing, going to dances and so on. Now where 
they multiplied all these things, they will have to 
subtract all and add to faith virtue, to virtue 
knowledge, to knowledge temperance, to temper- 
ance patient and to patient godliness, and to god- 
liness brotherly love, this is Christian addition and 
subtraction. 

A. Ckisamore. 

Everest, Kansas. 


'The Foot and Mouth Disease.' 
Some one tells of a church that was suffering 
greatly trom the 'foot and mouth disease,' which, 
though differing in symptoms from the disease 
bearing the same name among animals, may be 
quite as deadly in ita effect upon the flock nt Cod. 
'The foot and mouth disease' is recognized by rest- 
lessness, uneasiness, wandering around, itching 
about the ears, and a very foul tongue. Under its 
influence peace and harmony vanish, discord and 
contention increase, lukewarmness, coldness, and 
distress take the place of whatever there has been 
of a hearty Christian life. 

This 'foot and mouth disease' is but another 
name for gadding and gabbling. The remedy pro- 
posed is that people quit contentions, do their own 
work, and earn their bread : that women bo keepers 
at home, or 'doers of housework,' good, obedient to 
their husbands, that the word of God be not bias- 


Too Cheap. 

A preacher of the Gospel had gunedown into a 
coal mine during the noon hour, to tell the miners 
ol that grace and truth which come by Jesus Christ. 
Alter telling them the simple story of God's love 
to lost sitters, — man's state and God's remedy— a 
full aud free salvation offered — Lhe time came for 
the men to resume work, and the preacher came 
b.rek to lhe shaft to ascend to the world again. 
Meeting the foreman he asked him what he thought 
of God's salvation. The man replied : 

'Oh,? it's too cheap ! I cannot believe in such a 
religion as that.' 

Without an immediate answer to hia remark, 
the preacher said : 'How do you get out of this 
place ? 

'Simply by getting into the cage,' was the reply, 

'And does it take Ion si to get to the top?' 

'Oh no ; only a few seconds,' 

'Well that ia very easy and simple, but do you 
not need to help raise yourseltV* asked the preacher. 

'Of course nut, 7 replied the miner. 'As 1 have 
laid you have nothing to do hut get into the cage.' 

'But what of the people who sunk the shall, and 
perfected all this arrangement? Was there 
much labor oruxpenae about it?' ' 

Indeed, yes; that wan a laborious and expensive 
work. The phait is eighteen bundled feet deep, 
and it was sunk at a great cost to the proprietor ; 
but it is our only way out, and without it we should 
never be able to get to the surface.' 

'Just so. And when God's word tell's you that 
whosoever helioveth on the Son of God hath ever- 
lasting life, you at once say, 'Too cheap! too cheap !' 
— forgetting that God's work to bring you and 
others out of the pit of destruction aud death Was 
accomplished at a vast cost, thu^ price being the 
death of his own Son.' — Baptist Teacher, 


Distractions Whilst at Prayer. 

In the distraction of our thoughts whilst praying 
lies our principal difficultly, and if we are to over- 
come it, we muat tight it in the world as w ell as in 
the church. So long aa we devote six days of the 
week exclusively to ourselves, our own advance- 
ment, interests, or indulgences, it stands to reason 
that wo cannot on the seventh day bai.ish all *<ueh 
considerations from our minds, and give our heuria 
up wholly toourMaker. Thi- men- act of filtering 
a church door will Dot change a man's nauui-; the 
worldly man will be a worldy man on Ida kites ; 
he whose idle is money will bring hia gulden iui ge 
with him ; the egotist will bo c nuruSM'd hi hi- own 
affairs inside God'a house as well as outride We 
cannot help it; where our treasure is there will 
our hearts he also; i hat wi ieh wi- hive heat, 
even that will we worship 1' we allow mir little 
temporary interests to occupy our whole thoughts 
during the week, those interests will ri-c agiiinat 
us on Sunday, and with Hvenging hands beat d> «» 
our fruitless prayers If w«> it., not Invi- and servo 
our Master in our homes, we cm nnoi mike ourselves 
do so in church. — Lion, Frederics Pluuketv 




